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“Do you not say. ‘There are yet four 
months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I 
tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the 
fields are white for harvest.” John 4:35
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BOASTING IN CHRIST ALONE
1 Corinthians 1:22-31

Our God has a plan—a plan of redemption. God’s eyes are set on those 
whom He has called to be His children, from every tribe and tongue all 
over the globe. He has done this by sending His son to us, and by grace 
through faith in him we can be in God’s family. Something interesting 
about God’s plan is that though He doesn’t need us, He uses us. The 
one who spoke the stars into existence doesn’t need pastors, Sunday 
School teachers, missionaries, Bible translators, parents, mentors, prayer 
warriors, musicians, faithful Christians in the workplace, or hospitable 
neighbors. He doesn’t need any of us, but He uses us still.

As we see in 1 Corinthians 1, God chose the weak and foolish of the 
world to shame what the world considers wise and strong. God has 
done all of the work in saving His people, and He has done it in a way 
that leaves the world dumbfounded. There is nothing for us as believers 
to brag about because He has done the work completely. Yet, by God’s 
grace we get to take part in it. The only thing that leaves us as Christians 
to boast in is the Lord alone (vs 31).

Christ told his disciples that the “fields were already white for harvest.” 
It was not work that they had done, but it was something that they were 
able to partake in and reap from. The disciples could now reap a harvest 
immediately, and they do so from seeds they didn’t sow. Jesus is giving 
his disciples the proverbial “alley-oop.” The work was already done, 
there was now only a need to reap. The Apostle Paul said, “I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth” (1 
Corinthians 3:6-7). It is only by God’s grace that He gives growth, and it 
is by His grace that he allows the weak and foolish to participate with 
Him in His plan.

In the song, How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, there is a stanza that reads, 
“I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom, But I will 
boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection.” Let us all remember 
and thank the Lord for not only saving us through His son, but also 
allowing us to take part in the harvest for His glory. 

Joe Nowland - Missionary to Greece
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Luke 16:19-31

There is certainly much to unpack in this story as it shines light on the 
nature of Heaven, on the necessity of mmercy, and much more. One 
of the most interesting components, however, comes from Abraham’s 
final words to the rich man. After asking for Lazarus to be sent to his 
family, Abraham responds to the rich man, “If they do not hear Moses 
and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should 
rise from the dead.” This ends the sixteenth chapter, and the finality of 
his statement should not be missed. This drives home two especially 
poignant ideas:

 1) We underestimate our own depravity.
  If I didn’t quote that straight from the Bible you’d probably  
  disagree with it. I know I would. How could you see  
  someone come back from the dead, talk with him about  
  Heaven, and not believe what he had to say about it? It  
  doesn’t seem like anyone could be that hardheaded, but here  
  we are. 

  But as Christians, what does that mean for us? One of the  
  primary takeaways is that we cannot downplay the  
  miraculous work of the Holy Spirit in our conversion. It  
  doesn’t matter if your heart was transformed at 6 or 66, if  
  you grew up going to church three times per week or didn’t  
  step foot in a church for a significant portion of your life – if  
  you’re a Christian, it’s a miracle. 

 2) We have all we need to reach the lost 
  One of the biggest fears we have when trying to talk to  
  others  about our faith is that we won’t have all the answers.  
  What if they bring up theodicy and you don’t even know  
  what that is? What if they stump you with a tricky question  
  or make you feel dumb for being a Christian? Well, they  
  might. But if talking to a dead guy wouldn’t convince the rich  
  man’s family, I’d say there isn’t much that you can do by  
  yourself anyway. Thankfully, we don’t operate by ourselves. 
  We have the Word of God (Moses and the Prophets) that is  
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  inspired, infallible, inerrant, and God breathed.
  
  Does that mean that we can completely neglect the hard  
  questions and just walk into a room and start reading our  
  Bible? By no means! It means that we can have full  
  confidence in the power of God, and that we should mine  
  the glorious depths of His nature, His Word, and His world. 

  “Rob us of our Bible, and our sky has lost its sun, and in the  
  best of other books we have naught but the glimmer of  
  twinkling stars…It may be compared to the skies, which hold  
  at once the most blessed and the most baneful elements  
  - soft dew to bathe the opening rose and bolts that rend the  
  oak asunder.”  Nancy Guthrie

  Travis Brown
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THE BEAUTY OF A PARTNERSHIP
Philippians 1.3-5

Sometimes missionaries are viewed as heroes. They are the few and the 
true who are willing to do whatever, whenever, wherever for the gospel 
to go forth. They simply just wait on their marching orders from God 
and do what He says. It is true that not everyone is called to go cross-
cultural with the news of Jesus, but often the rest of the church will just 
slide by doing whatever they want because the “heroes” are the only 
ones that are called to go.

God never intended for missions to be an isolated enterprise. His 
intention was not for a few people to be involved in missions because 
they are qualified, but He desires for everyone to play a part in missions. 
Missionaries aren’t qualified, you’re not qualified, and I’m not qualified. 
On the contrary, God IS qualified and desires to use us in spreading the 
fame of His name around the world.

Paul speaks of his partnership with the Christians in the church at 
Philippi. The original word is koinonia, and can be translated as fellowship 
or participation. Listen to the words that describe their relationship: 
“thankfulness, joy, affection, I hold you in my heart, I yearn for you.” This is a 
fellowship that is bigger than any one person in isolation.

We partner with our missionaries and labor (through prayer, giving, 
sacrificing) with them in seeing the Kingdom of God come to earth as 
it is in heaven. This is so much bigger than any one person can handle. 
A partnership is never successful if only one side carries the load. Also, 
partnership will always explode if only one side is giving; eventually that 
side will give out!

The partnership is even better when it begins at the beginning. Think 
about Gary and Tammy Elliott in Bulgaria or Noah and Karleigh 
Stephens raising support to go to Thailand. They are (will be) away from 
us physically, but we will always partner together so that God’s message 
will reach the lost world. We are not talking about random people that 
just showed up here yesterday. God does not want our partnerships in 
missions to be random… or even short-term. God desires for us to be 
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connected, to know and fellowship with the missionaries here, to pray 
for them, to encourage them in their labors.

How do you view missionaries? It has been said before that the easiest 
way in America to get out of missions is to pay somebody else to do it. 
I don’t want our Faith-Promise to be a way that we buy our way out of 
missions. Rather, may it be a way to join a partnership that will impact 
the world! A way that we partner in prayer to impact the world! A way 
that we send our people to impact the world! 

Dee Hammond
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“Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! He who goes out 
weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, 

bringing his sheaves with him.”
Psalm 126.5-6

Psalm 126 grabs our attention because it celebrates the nations saying, 
“The Lord has done great things for them” in returning God’s people 
from exile in Babylon back to the Promised Land.  How amazing to 
see the nations respond to God’s great work of grace for his people 
because of his long-standing promise to do so!  God keeps his word!

God has also promised that the day is coming when the “Earth will be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea” (Habakkuk 2.14) and “the kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever 
and ever.” (Revelation 11.15).  To bring that about, God has entrusted 
his Great Commission to his people: to go and make disciples of all 
nations, to see the nations respond to God’s great work of salvation.

So what is our part in it?  We will be exploring that in our Fields of Grace 
conference with Dr. Lloyd Kim, Coordinator of Mission to the World.  
Psalm 126 gives an interesting perspective on what our task looks like 
as it compares it to farming, farming if you will, in Fields of Grace.  We are 
called to commit ourselves to sow, to spread (bear) seeds of grace, but 
we are to do it with tears and weeping.  What’s that about?

As we obey, as we sow - either by going ourselves or sending others 
to go where we cannot go - we should do so with tears.  Why?  First, 
that God is not being glorified by the nations as he should be, and also 
with tears that people without the gospel are dying and going to hell, 
which should break our hearts. (Note Jesus weeping over Jerusalem, cf. 
Matthew 23:37-39, Luke 19:41-44.)

What’s this call for?  To be effective sowers, it means we are committed 
to the Great Commission with our intellects (yes, it should be done), 
our feet (yes, it requires our action), and also with our emotions, a 
real heart involvement to proclaim God’s grace.  We will sow by either 
going, or in sending others by taking time to pray for them and being 
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willing to sacrificially give so that they can go into the Fields of Grace.

The result?  Joy!  Joy as the harvest takes place.  Joy as we read the 
missionary letters and rejoice at what God is doing among the nations 
for his name’s sake. Rejoicing as we see Zephaniah 2.11 come to pass 
and “to him (God) shall bow down, each in its place, all the lands of the 
nations.”
Brothers and sisters, we need to be both intellectually and emotionally 
invested in the Great commission.  Be in prayer that God would 
challenge both our heads and our hearts to how we should respond to 
the Fields of Grace all around the world.

John Batusic
 



FIELDS OF GRACE
“For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.” 

1 Corinthians 3:9

When we stop to consider all that God has done for us, by sending 
His son to die in our place, we can be thankful and give Him praise. It 
can, however, be hard to consider ourselves to be a fellow worker of 
God’s. But, the truth is, through God’s grace, He uses us to reach out 
to others and share the Good News of redemption and salvation. He 
uses us to tell others: family; friends; fellow students; team members; 
and/or coworkers, the story of His love and His saving grace. There 
are people all around us who don’t know or haven’t heard the Gospel 
message. “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” Luke 10:2 God is commanding us to tell His story. We can be 
God’s field. 

What then holds us back from adhering to this directive? From personal 
experience, I can say it usually is not anticipating the opportunities that 
God will provide. How then to be ready? First, be prepared. Every time 
we go out of the door, we should expect that God will present us with 
a chance to tell someone about Him and how He has affected our lives. 
As John 4:35b states, “Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that 
the fields are white for harvest.” The next important thing is to know 
your own story well. Be able to talk about your personal relationship 
with Christ. Talk about yourself before and after you came to Christ. 
Tell about the change in you. People who are adrift and searching love 
to hear how you came to know the Lord! Finally, memorize a verse or 
two of scripture that goes with your story. This will lend credence and 
highlight your testimony. It’s really that simple. We can be God’s field. 

If we will prepare ourselves, God will provide the occasions for us to 
make contact with those to whom He would have us reach out. Many 
times, we will not know if we were effective or not. That’s all right. It’s 
not so important that we know the outcome, because God knows that 
we were trying. However, it is imperative that we make the effort. If we 
persist, through His grace, He will continue to give us the openings to 
relay His Good News to others. We can be God’s field.

Bob Bishop
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Lamentations 3:1-27

In the beginning of this chapter the author, probably Jeremiah, is feeling 
completely abandoned. In verse 2 he expresses a feeling of betrayal 
when he writes, “He took me away from light and put me in utter 
darkness.¨ He is claiming that God has put him into a state of emotional 
distress. Even more, in verse 4, Jeremiah writes, ¨He has made my flesh 
waste away;” that is, not only has God been the author of his emotional 
distress, but also of his physical distress. He continues complaining of 
the struggles that he is going through all the way to verse 18. 

Verse 21 begins a change of view. Jeremiah turns from his state of misery 
and gloom to one of joyful thanks to the Lord. This is similar to what 
happens with Asaph in Psalm 77. In both instances, the authors turn from 
an “inward focus to a Godward focus.” (Pastor Dee, 12/30/18) In verse 
24 Jeremiah claims that the LORD is his PORTION, and therefore he has 
hope! In verse 25 he exclaims that “the Lord is good to those who seek 
him,” and we need to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. Jeremiah, 
feeling as if he has lost the feeling of happiness (v.17) turns and exclaims 
that the Lord is good (v.26). 

This passage relates to all of us. When my focus is on me and not on 
God’s goodness, things can seem lonely and bleak. When I feel like God 
is not near to me, I can look in the Bible and see great examples of God-
fearing men, like Jeremiah, who have felt the same way. I don’t have to be 
embarrassed to express these feelings to those around me or to God 
himself. He knows my thoughts already, and he is merciful to change my 
thoughts back to focus on him. I can rest assured that, as God listened 
to Jeremiah, he also will listen to me and will answer me in my distress. 
Verses 22 and 23 are some of my favorites, “The steadfast love of the 
Lord never cease; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.” (v. 22-23).

We no longer are hopeless because of what God has done for us. God 
has given us a relationship that is so rich that we need to tell others 
who don’t have that relationship. We need to go and tell the nations of 
the hope and the joy that we have in our Lord Jesus Christ and how 
they can get that hope and joy as well. 

Brady McVey
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OBEDIENCE
John 4:27-37

What is your immediate “gut response” to that word? It certainly had 
negative connotations for me as a youth and my rebellious nature led me 
into a belief system in which obedience was optional at best. Because of 
that, I had a hard time seeing the benefits of submitting my will to God as a 
“young” Christian. My earliest recollection of obedience to God related to 
my emerging conviction regarding tithing. Even though it seemed like a lot 
of money out of our tight budget, I learned one cannot “out-give” God and 
that He is always faithful to provide.

Over the years, I have found that obedience grows in correlation to our 
obedience. In other words, the more we seek to obey God, the more 
motivated we become to obey. It does not necessarily become easier, but 
as we reflect on the results of our obedience, we cannot help but see God’s 
will and Kingdom unfold and the blessedness of being part of that reality. 
Obedience to God for Jesus was more akin to what we recognize as a “life 
style;” He didn’t do it to achieve some outcome or purpose, He did it because 
it was woven into the fabric of who He was (John 15:10). Obedience to God 
is its own reward, because it enables us to abide in Jesus’ love; to consider it 
optional is at our own peril.

John 4:27-37 is a rich lesson in obedience. Verse 27 is pregnant with the 
disciples’ self-centered and judgmental astonishment with Jesus – not exactly 
open hearts to the Father’s business. Regardless, in verse 32, Jesus begins the 
process of re-directing their minds and hearts toward the work the Father 
wants to do in them and ultimately through them. In verse 34, Jesus’ inference 
could not be clearer – obedience to the Father is as necessary a sustenance 
spiritually as food is for sustenance physically. Our obedience will determine 
whether we are spiritually healthy or spiritually starving ourselves.

None of us hesitate to look for and eat food when we are hungry (most likely 
well before then to prevent it!). But do we think of obedience as the remedy 
for spiritual dryness or distance? Does our obedience to God result in a 
thankful heart and a deep sense of spiritual filling and satisfaction?

Truly all around us “… the fields are white for harvest.” What is God calling 
you to in the “fields” of your life? Are you a sower, or a reaper? Certainly, 
there are opportunities for both on a regular basis. 

“Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see. . .” – is your heart open to the 
Father’s business? 

Ken Gossage
10



For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

John 4:37-39

In 862 Cyril and Methodius came from Greece to current day Czech Republic 
and were some of the first missionaries. In 1415, John Huss, a Catholic priest, was 
burned at the stake for wanting the liturgy to be in Czech, the laity to receive both 
bread and wine at the Lord’s Supper, the priest to be married, and the desire to 
eliminate the sale of indulgences and the idea of purgatory. The Hussite movement 
that became the Moravian Church, began shortly after Huss’ death. In 1722, the 
illegal remnant of this movement, fled to Germany. After several years of growing 
discord within the community they started an around the clock prayer meeting 
that lasted 100 years. Within the first 65 years the Moravians sent out over 300 
missionaries, and they were the first group to send out lay people. In 1738, John 
Wesley was converted after several years of interactions with Moravians through 
his travels in England in the New World.

The Czech Republic is now considered to be the most secular and atheistic 
country in the world. Approximately 0.5% of Czechs are evangelical Christians. 
The secular media is quick to point out that Czechs are quite religious by holding 
on to old religious customs, go to healers, read their horoscope and are drawn to 
eastern religions. 

The Czech Republic has a very rich religious history. However, other than getting 
two days off in July, most people don’t think about it very much. (Czechs have a 
national holiday for Cyril and Methodius on July 5th and on July 6th for John Huss.)

Mission to the World missionaries have been serving in the Reformed Church of 
Zlin for 20 years. My son Evan and I have been here for only five. Yet, we stand on 
the shoulders of those who came before us. We enter into their labors every day 
that we’re here. We don’t stand alone, but we stand with those who came before 
and after us. 

You at CMPC have a rich religious history. If you don’t think so, just spend five 
minutes talking to Kennedy Smartt! Even when you may feel alone or that your 
small gifts to the Lord don’t matter, don’t fall in the trap of forgetting or not 
knowing your religious history. Grab on to it. Learn about it! Enter into the labor 
of those who came before. 

We can consider the fields of grace and the fields that are white for harvest 
because the Lord of all grace has come and given His life as a ransom for many. We 
reap where others have sown and we sow where others may reap. May the Lord 
of the harvest be praised!

Miriam Grady - Missionary to Czech Republic
11



Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:4-7

As I walked out of the ER, I learned my husband just died from a heart attack. 
I desperately needed something to ground me. “God!” “Help me!” “Let me 
remember Scripture to obey.” Even in my haze, it seemed a funny prayer in 
that parking lot. Searching my memory, however, somehow grounded me. A 
Scripture popped up immediately, but I rejected it hoping to think of something 
nicer. But, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice,” was unshakable. 
In exhaustion, I started to repeat it and ask God sincerely to help me obey. The 
coming days and weeks, and even years after that, this crazy moment started 
a journey to obey this Scripture. If all Scripture is true, then even after the 
bottom falls out of my life, as when a woman with two teenagers loses her 
husband and father, then the imperative form “Rejoice” is a command at all 
times, isn’t it? If being “in Christ” means He won the battles and struggles for 
us, then this is possible in Christ. It’s been over 7 years, and I’ve been hit with a 
few more life-changing events, but each time I am challenged to live that out in 
my suffering. How? So far, I’ve learned that when I draw my attention away from 
the unreliable world and turn to the never changing God and His Word, I can 
comfortably rejoice in His sovereignty. That’s a win-win situation. I can’t rejoice 
in my own achievements, or in my children or family connections, my health 
-my once able mother’s Alzheimer Disease attests to that- or always expect 
to rejoice in the church or any earthly Christian establishments. On the other 
hand, I CAN rejoice in the fulfillment of Scripture through fellow believers, 
God’s making and keeping promises, and my prayers are heard and answered. 
So with the grace of God as I struggled to obey and rejoice that early morning, 
I prayed another strange prayer. “I am shedding tears of grief and defeat now, 
which will pass, but change me so my tears will one day be for lost souls you 
promised to call.” Yes, two strange prayers for the occasion at hand. But now 
I rejoice that my small act of faith, which I can’t say I was in any control over, 
during my tragedy and suffering, lead my life to an unlikely life of more rejoicing 
as a laborer in the ripe fields of Bulgaria.

Grace Chung - Missionary to Bulgaria
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When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right 
up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 
And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the 

fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 
sojourner: I am the LORD your God.   Leviticus 19:9-10

When I read how Jesus talked about the fields ‘white for harvest,’ I usually 
think of the people we are intended to evangelize.  We are to go out into 
the fields and share God’s grace with those unaware of it. 

Yet ‘fields of grace’ can also refer to God’s grace to us. That is what I think 
this Leviticus passage reminds us of. God will provide more than enough 
for our needs, He say that you don’t need every last ounce of profit from 
your work.  This can be especially challenging in our American society, 
where our emphasis on capitalism encourages us to find every way we 
can to maximize profits. Lighter packaging?  Cheaper ingredients?  Fewer 
workers?  We use all of these, and undeniably people have experienced 
a higher standard of living as a result.  The recent Christmas season is 
evidence of the many goods we can buy. 

Yet Leviticus reminds us that we should not be so focused on ‘maximum 
efficiency’ (or on consumerism) that we neglect to remember both the 
source of our blessings and the needs of those around us.  God provides 
so that we might provide for others.  This, too, is His grace: He doesn’t 
need us to provide, as the provision of a ram for Abraham’s sacrifice 
shows, but He blesses us with the joy of giving as He has given to us.  As 
we think about the Faith Promise, we can reflect on what ‘gleanings’ we 
can give up for others. 

I also see in this passage how God preserves the dignity of the poor.  There 
is still work involved as they seek to provide for their families. As the well-
known book When Helping Hurts testifies, we can often use our missions 
and charity work in ways that establish what is almost a master-servant 
relationship; we certainly don’t always view the people in our ‘mission field’ 
as equally capable and talented.  As we pray with and for our missionaries 
this year, I hope to lift up requests that our efforts enable those without 
a sense of dignity to understand that their Creator has made them in His 
image just as much as he has made the missionaries. 

Andy Jobson
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.... For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace, there 

will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

I had a friend named Rene Schmidt who passed away several years ago. 
Rene participated in the D-Day invasion of Nazi-held Normandy as a 
paratrooper. In this, the infancy of parachuting, when Rene jumped, he 
lost all his equipment but a knife and a grenade. Unable to rendezvous 
with his unit, Rene made his way to the cliffs and saw something both 
terrible and beautiful: the largest armada that has ever sailed. Five 
thousand ships carrying 160,000 troops, and 196,000 sailors. For the 
Nazi defenders, it was a terrible sight. But for Rene, trapped without 
weapons behind enemy lines, it was rescue.

For us, living in a world broken by the fall, living lives twisted by our 
own and other people’s sin, Isaiah’s vision of the child is like Rene’s view 
of that armada: a rescuer able to overcome the rod of the oppressor 
and the boot of the trampling soldier (vv. 3-4). Like the Israel of Isaiah’s 
day, suffering from economic decline and political turmoil, we live in a 
world where we are tempted to give up hope, or to take the “way of 
the world” and trust in ourselves and our own devices: politics, wealth, 
addiction. Isaiah says a child is coming who will accomplish rescue. He 
will be a powerful military strategist; but more than that will be God 
Himself. No Hebrew ever called their king “Mighty God” or “Everlasting 
Father” (v. 6) like the other Ancient Near Eastern peoples did; these 
were expressions reserved for God alone because the Israelite kings, 
even the worst of them, had encountered the True God in Israel’s 
Scriptures and didn’t have the guts to pretend to be His equal. This 
coming child would also be a Prince of Peace to end Israel’s domination 
by foreign powers. And God promised to preserve his dynasty forever. 
And the promise is rooted in the zeal of the LORD of hosts Himself (v. 7). 
Mission accomplished. Action complete. Done. 
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After Rene and his fellow soldiers made a beach-head in Europe, it was 
clear that the Allies would eventually win; the question was just how 
long the Nazis would try to hold out before surrendering. 

As we live in the reality of a world where Christ has already come—but 
the complete flourishing of His Kingdom has not yet been realized—
we’re in a similar place: we see and suffer from sin and its effects. But 
we know that “Christ has died, Christ has risen, and Christ will come 
again!” The fields are white for the harvest because Christ is the one 
who guarantees the results; and calls us to hope and faithfulness as we 
wait—and work—for the full coming of His Kingdom.

Curran Bishop - Church Planting in Connecticut
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It Takes All Kinds
I Corinthians 12:17-31

“It takes all kinds.” Have you ever heard that? Most of the time this is said 
accompanied by a shake of the head or a dismissive tone of voice. But as 
Christians, we are taught by Paul in I Corinthians 12:17-31, that GOD has 
chosen to “take all kinds” to compose the body of Christ. Without the 
diversity of the body, the body would be incomplete and lacking. 

I work at Good News at Noon. I am becoming friends with people I would 
normally never know. Some days I am working with someone who is getting 
community service hours. Other days I assist groups bringing food. I work 
elbow to elbow with a mixture of people, some of whom I have just met that 
day, some I have known for 30 years.  I work alongside men who live at Good 
News, and I try to learn the faces and names of those we serve.

I came early one day, and I walked into the dining room and there was 
Russell reading his Bible. No one was there but Russell. I walked up to him 
(he is hard of hearing) and said, “Hello.” I looked down at his Bible, and the 
pages were worn and underlined. He told me what he was reading that day. 
Russell and I wash dishes together Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. We work 
well together. Sometimes we talk about how our week is going, about our 
families, and what is happening in our lives. I am enriched and challenged by 
my friendship with Russell. He always asks me when I will be back. He is my 
brother. He matters to me.

Rich, poor, native, immigrant, healthy, infirm, highly educated, illiterate, English 
speaking, non-English speaking, doctors, blue-collar workers - the contrasts 
at Good News are endless. But you know, this is a contrast that GOD 
gets excited about. I Corinthians 12:24B says, “But GOD has so composed 
the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, that 
there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have 
the same care for one another.” GOD has deliberately chosen to compose 
the body with differences. Paul teaches us that God’s attitude is that “the 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary” 1 Cor. 12:22. 
We think “weaker;” GOD thinks “necessary.” 

My default is to think of the Church as looking like our church on Sunday 
morning, but the coming together of “all kinds” for lunch at Good News is a 
truer picture of His Church. 

Cindy Burch



A TESTIMONY TO SHARE
Philippians 1.21-26

As Paul writes to his sending church in Philippi, he testifies to all that the Lord 
has done and is doing, in him and through him. He is sharing his story with the 
Christians who are partnering with him to share the gospel of Jesus to the 
nations. Every single one of us has a story to tell, a testimony to share.

Paul says, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh 
is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause 
to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.”

This letter to the church at Philippi is a testimony of God’s work among the 
lost, and it’s an invitation to the saints to join Paul’s labor. Paul was a servant 
to the Philippians. His ministry was to serve them, to be a faithful witness of 
Christ in front of them, to encourage them along in their faith, and to partner 
with them to reach the lost world. As long as Paul had breath, he wanted to 
see the gospel of Jesus grow in the Philippians and go to the unbelieving world.

Not only was he a servant, but Paul was an inspiration too. Paul was an 
example for them to look to so they could grow deeper in their love for 
Jesus. Everyone needs an example. Children, as they grow up, need to have 
the presence of their mom and dad to teach, to show, to love. Newlyweds, 
as they attempt to figure out marriage, need another couple who is more 
experienced from whom they can watch and learn. This is why CMPC needs 
to be sending missionaries around the globe. We need examples to watch and 
from whom we can learn. We need those with whom we can partner to go to 
the lost and share the hope of Jesus.

What other testimonies can we be inspired by? Church history is full of great 
missionaries: William Borden, Corrie Ten Boom, Don Richardson, Darlene 
Deibler Rose, Hudson Taylor, and the list goes on and on. When is the last time 
you read a missionary biography that changed your life to be more mission-
minded? Why not start one this week?

Please join me this year for the mission conference as we welcome our 
partners from around the world. Let’s get to know them, learn from them, 
pray with and for them, and be inspired by their testimonies!

Dee Hammond
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Hire a missionary!

The concept of hiring out missions may seem like a crude idea. But, 
consider this: If missionaries need to raise support from many to go and 
stay in the field and you’re not the one going, then financial support is 
similar to hiring someone for the work (“for the worker is worth his 
keep” Matthew 10:10).

The important things in life you are unable to fulfill yourself requires 
the hands of someone else, and you spend what is needed. This com-
mitment of resources shines a light on what is considered important to 
you (“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” Mat-
thew 6:21). 

Hiring a missionary is a response of hope from the heart. It’s something 
you want to see grow into something bigger - an investment for the 
future. “Your” missionary is in the thick of real life but with an intent 
to steer others to life everlasting. They are a partner who is active in 
situations that you can’t directly experience but are able to share them, 
which increases your level of interest and concern. 

You think about them and pray for them and their work, the people 
they meet, etc. You might even talk about this investment to friends - 
the highs and the lows, the unusual stories and circumstances, which 
is better than sharing those silly Facebook posts and fake news! In the 
personal stories you hear about people who meet Jesus though mis-
sions work, it’s not unusual to be stunned at how God is out there 
preparing as missionaries are harvesting. 

More often though, the drudgery of life and failures of effort reign. But 
this is why the missionary needs our encouragement! You are fascinat-
ed by a culture and environment that has become familiar to them but 
is strange and quirky to you. Remind them of this because it helps them 
communicate details they take for granted. And you need to let them 
know that you care about them and are hopeful for good outcomes, 
and that they are always in your prayers.

And as this investment grows you (yes, grows you), it might be that you 
develop an interest in going there. Maybe a few people will invest in you 
and hire you to go.

Dennis Swinehart
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this  
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. 

Ephesians 2:8

“Good news is only ever good news to people who know that they need 
good news,” states Paul David Tripp.  We live in a broken world, full of broken 
people, and it is overwhelming - or at least it should be.  The hurt and despair 
is everywhere.  Unfortunately, more often than not I fail to recognize and 
confess my own brokenness and, therefore, am not able to truly grasp and 
celebrate God’s grace.  I have no power to help myself out of my desperate 
state, but I often don’t fully realize the desperate state I am in!  I pray that the 
Lord will show me my need for him because it is when I see my brokenness 
that I recognize His grace.  

If I am not broken, then he didn’t need to send his Son to save me.  For analogy 
sake, if I don’t notice anything wrong with my car, I am not going to take it to 
the repair shop to get it fixed.  Similarly, if the plumbing in my house seems 
to be functioning correctly, I won’t be calling a plumber.  Only things that are 
broken need restoring.  But we have to realize that they are broken before we 
do anything about them.  

It was my sin that brought Jesus to earth and caused Him to die on the cross.  
This is a startling realization that knocks me to my knees in complete humility 
and shows me my utter dependence on Him.  God’s response to our rebellion 
was to give us himself?  What grace!  “Jesus is the grace of God, given to 
sinners who cannot free themselves from the death grip of sin.  The Creator, 
in a way that boggles the mind, becomes the created.  The One who made 
a perfect world now exposes himself to a world stained with imperfections.  
The judge of all things places himself under judgment.  The One who deserves 
worship becomes the Lamb of sacrifice.  The one who deserves everyone’s 
love subjects himself to being despised and rejected,” writes Paul David Tripp.  
When I ponder this, the gift of God’s grace, I am humbled, thankful, and full of 
praise.  It is truly magnificent and something to be celebrated every minute.  
He is so gracious and so good. 

The good news of God’s grace drives me to a strong desire to serve him, in 
whatever ways I can in this stage in my life.  What serving Him looks like for 
me now, looked different 5 years ago, and will be different in the future.  In this 
season of my life, as a full-time homeschool mom to three precious children, 
we are able to do things together such as, take meals to families, visit the 
elderly, and serve at Good News at Noon, a local ministry in Gainesville.  It is 
a command to serve God’s people, for His glory.  And what an honor it is to 
do so with my children!        

Melissa Batusic
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STAND FIRM
“…Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which 

he will work for you today.”
Exodus 14:13

The night was pitch dark.  Four Congolese pastors and I set out to 
conduct seminars in the river town of Bumba.  The assignment required 
an arduous 700 mile journey on Congo’s infamous “roads.”  

These “roads” are not paved, only dirt, mud, and broken bridges.  And 
Bumba was where over 100 pastors were waiting for their 4-day 
seminar. We had a shot by traveling in the dry season.   Unfortunately, 
it rained at the worst point possible, in the middle of the tropical rain 
forest.  We became beyond stuck in mud up to the axles of the truck, 
listing to the point of tipping over.  

We clamored out to assess our situation and were quickly joined by 
villagers who had come because of all the commotion.  Some were well-
meaning while others sensed profit in our vulnerability.  My presence 
usually calms calamitous situations, but not this time.  I was heckled.  
“Hey!  Grab a shovel, old man!”  “Mr. America, you’re going to pay us 
a lot of money!”  Our driver and team members were trying to direct 
the rambunctious mob that was forming, but to no avail.  There was no 
way out.

I “slipped” away quietly down the muddy road under the cover of dark, 
walking away until I could barely hear the calamity behind me.  There 
would be no AAA, no Motel 6, no McDonalds, no phone call - nothing!  
I prayed.  Soon I heard in my heart the command, “Look up!” As I lifted 
my eyes heavenward, I beheld the brilliant stars and the Milky Way, in all 
their glory.  And I worshipped God, thanking him for the opportunity of 
being there, right now.  If not for total darkness in such an isolated place, I 
would not have beheld such beauty.

Suddenly, the droning of a distant truck with its roaring motor increasing 
in intensity with each passing second provided a ray of hope.  Soon 
headlights emerged.  A monstrous 6-wheel drive MAN truck appeared!  
It thundered by me, making its way to our helpless truck.  Men jumped 
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out of the behemoth unfurling a huge cable and, within minutes, yanked 
us out of the mire.  Before we could thank the crew, the truck rumbled 
off into darkness.  God’s rescue by mud angels!

I naturally resist being thrust into uncontrollable circumstances.  They 
make me uncomfortable, nervous, and even a bit fearful.  Yet I often find 
great blessings in such experiences.

Our missionaries are often thrust into life’s uncontrollable mud and 
darkness.  Pray they and we stand firm and worship him.  And be on the 
lookout for his mud angels!

David Stockamp - Missionary to the Congo
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Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish 
his work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I 
tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one 

who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 
reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 

you have entered into their labor.”  John 4:34-38

When we lived in Australia, we had a large tree in our back yard. We were not 
sure what type of tree it was, but it appeared to be a fruit tree of some type. 
We watched with interest as it blossomed in the spring, then as small fruits 
began to appear on the branches. We still had no idea what type of fruit it was, 
but we were excited, as the tree was heavily laden with the small, fuzzy green 
fruits. We finally figured out that it was an almond tree, so we began watching 
to see if we could determine when the almonds would be ripe for picking. 
The fruit continued to grow, but I wasn’t sure how I would ever know when it 
was ripe. This was pre-Google days, so I couldn’t just Google it, so I watched 
and wondered. Then one morning I looked out of the window, and the tree 
had turned from a subdued grey-green to brilliant white! I instantly knew the 
fruit was ripe, because every branch of the tree was filed with white-crested 
cockatoos! Within a couple of hours, every almond had been eaten by these 
beautiful birds. While I experienced the joy of seeing the birds enjoying the 
fruit, I missed out on the joy of harvesting the fruit myself because of my 
inaction.

Many of us treat reaching those around us for Christ like I treated those 
almonds. We look at people and wonder what is inside, but we are hesitant to 
try to “crack them open” because we are not sure if they are ripe. We think 
the harvest is sometime in the future. We live in the “three months” for our 
whole lives because we are afraid to risk trying to harvest a soul which is not 
ready to be harvested. Then one day our friend moves away or dies, and there 
is no opportunity to reap a harvest. Or someone else comes and reaps the 
harvest, and we miss out on the unique joy of leading a friend to Christ. 

God’s elect will come to know him. However, just as I regretted not trying to 
harvest those almonds before the cockatoos got them, we miss out on a lot 
of joy when we leave the harvest to others. Why not step out into the field 
and test the ripeness of the harvest around you? You may be surprised at how 
ready some of those around you really are!

David White - Global Missionary Care
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RESTORING THE YEARS THE LOCUSTS HAVE EATEN
 “I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the 

hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter. . .” Joel 2:25:  

From 2012 to 2016 in Madagascar, the United Nations’ Food and 
Agricultural Organization battled plagues of locusts that had not 
been seen for over 50 years, stirring up memories of Biblical plagues. 
The hoppers became cutters and destroyers, “glittering clouds” 
that decimated food supplies in a country very much dependent on 
agriculture. In the 1870s, locusts destroyed crops in the Midwestern 
United States, causing many pioneering families to go back East or 
fathers to be separated from their families in order to get work to 
provide for them.

Our world is full of “fields white for harvest,” full of Souls to be 
brought into the Heavenly Storehouses. Each of us is part of the team 
of Harvesters. Some of us are called to go and reap; all are to send the 
reapers, and all are to pray for the Reapers and the Harvest. However, 
at many points in my life, my sin and my ill choices were locusts eating 
up any harvest of souls of which I could have been a part. Sometimes 
the sinful locust was a small hopper, perhaps not terrifyingly damaging, 
but still harming my witness for Christ. Sometimes the locust was the 
flying destroyer, part of a glittering cloud of denials of Christ, by word or 
deed, and open rebellion against His Will and Commands, not bringing 
Glory to God but sowing doubt and unbelief in others. At times, the 
sins of others were the years-eating locusts, but those, I believe and 
admit, were simply the normal grasshoppers of a world contaminated 
by sin.

The good news is that the Lord gives us a wonderful promise: HE will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten. Nothing we do and nothing 
we do not do can compromise or destroy the ultimate Harvest that 
He will bring into the heavenly storehouses. And while we cannot go 
back in time and undo what has already been done, we can each begin 
again by choosing to be part of the Harvesters, not the Locusts. We 
can be part of the glorious “bringing in the sheaves” from the Fields of 
Grace because Christ alone controls the Harvest and yet gives us each 
a precious part.  Maybe you are a sender, maybe you are a reaper, but 
we can all be Harvesters, not Locusts. Let us not be a plague of Locusts, 
but let us each be one who plants wisely, one who waters gently, or one 
who reaps industriously in the fields white with harvest.

Tracy Murchison
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

Romans 1:16

I chose this verse because it has been very important in my life. I believe it 
applies to everyone’s lives. Paul is the perfect example, other than Jesus, of 
being Unashamed for the Gospel. Prior to being a Christian, Paul mocked and 
killed Christians.  As you know, God saved even someone like him in order 
to bring many to Christ. But with such a clear call, was it easy for Paul? No, it 
definitely was not. He was beaten, stoned, mocked, put in prison and yet, he 
still not only continued to share the Gospel but was not ashamed to do so.  
(2 Corinthians 11:25, Acts 16:16-34) This is why I love Paul!  He was so faithful 
and unashamed of God, and he is a great example to follow.

Another reason I love this verse is because it reminds me to stay focused.  I 
regret some of my time spent in high school and middle school, or at least 
the part while I was at school. These days, true Christians are definitely the 
minority anywhere outside of church. As a Christian in a public school, you 
definitely stand out.  Even though I resisted a lot of the typical temptations, I still 
have regrets. Instead of just blowing off party invitations or laughing at people, 
I wish I would have used those chances to share the Gospel because like Paul 
urges here. The Gospel is the power of God for salvation for everyone who 
believes. I say all this because, whether you are in school or working, you will 
have the chance to share the Gospel through your words or actions. I beg you: 
please do not be ashamed of the Gospel.  Be a fool for Christ, just like Paul. 

Romans 8:28 says “and we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for Good, for those according to his purpose”.  If we love God all 
things will work out for good. We can’t save anyone. Only God can change 
someone’s heart, but, we can plant the seed in their lives and help them as 
God gives the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).  

It’s not easy to be unashamed for the Gospel. Sin is all around us, and the 
devil tempts us 24/7.  And so, my prayer for myself and for you is that we 
can be unashamed of the Gospel and be fools for Christ. May God give us 
opportunities to share the Gospel.

Questions:
 • If someone asked you, “How can I become a Christian”  
  what would you say?
 • How can you be unashamed while at work or school?

Noah Carmosino
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Do you not say, ‘four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open 
your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. John 4:35

I’m sure we are all familiar with the popular “harvest” verses in Matthew 
9:37-38. When I first read this verse in John, it automatically reminded 
me of the verses in Matthew, but when I read them side by side, I 
noticed a very stark difference between the two. Matthew specifically 
says to “send.” Notice in John there is no mention of sending anyone 
or even having to go anywhere. It simply says to “open your eyes and 
look at the fields!” The harvest is right in front of us and it is ripe! All 
we need to do is open our eyes and look at the field Jesus has put right 
in front of us. 

I would like us to look at the example Jesus gave us by reading the 
beginning part of John chapter 4 (the woman at the well). I know this is 
a very familiar story, but I want us to look at it through the lens of John 
4:35. Notice that Jesus did not have to go out of his way to meet this 
woman. He was already traveling back to Galilee and naturally became 
tired from the journey, so he stopped to rest. Similarly, the woman he 
met at the well did not go out of her way either. She was doing the 
mundane, everyday task of getting water. Getting water, people! How 
simple is that? Jesus met her at her everyday, ordinary activity. And Jesus 
didn’t have to “go” anywhere to meet her. He simply had to stop, open 
his eyes, and look! We all have mundane, everyday activities that don’t 
require us to go anywhere or send anyone to get done. We go to the 
grocery store, spend all day at work, maybe go to the gym, drop kids 
off everywhere, and occasionally go get coffee. We just need to stop, 
open our eyes, and look up. Take the time to ask how your co-worker 
is doing, how your grocer’s shift is going so far, what your barista’s 
favorite coffee is, and how other parents are handling the craziness of 
kids. Open your eyes and look. Oh, dear friend, I challenge you to pray 
for help from the Father to open your eyes and look up. But, be warned. 
When you truly ask, the Lord will open your eyes and give you the 
opportunity to look up and see what He sees. His field that is ripe and 
ready for you to share His love. 

Emily Roth
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My mother was a beautiful Christian woman.  She was raised with high 
standards but little opportunity to be involved in the church.  When she was 
only five, the family moved from the family stronghold of Springfield, Illinois 
to Raton New Mexico for the health of her infant twin sister.  Raton had a 
community church and a Catholic church.  

Grandmother, being the only trained organist in the town, was quickly recruited 
to play at the Catholic church, but the family never attended services there.  
Mom was saved on a Rainbow Girls campout when she was a young teenager.   
With few opportunities outside of home Bible study until she was in her 
twenties, she was like a moth drawn to the flame when she moved to Atlanta 
and attended every event and service possible at the First Baptist Church of 
Atlanta.  

She would tell me how the lessons and the prayer time had opened her eyes 
to the true beauty of being a part of God’s family.  And that’s where she met 
my father who asked if he could share a hymnal with her – and the rest was 
history.

Talking to a disinterested teenager (me), she would tell say that the most 
important thing in her life had been bringing a friend to know Jesus.  I yawned, 
but I guess I did listen because I do remember the talk.

I always wondered what it would feel like to guide someone in their search 
for God’s love.  Truthfully, I felt terribly inadequate to answer questions I might 
be asked and do more harm than good.  When I became a mother, however, it 
became a duty to teach our son and guide him.  I threw caution to the wind 
and delved in.  Now he’s 35, and I’m confident that the groundwork is solid.

But what next?  When it finally came time to retire five years ago, everyone 
asked me what I wanted to do.  I said I wanted to go to church.  There had 
been too many Sundays that I was traveling, there had been care for elderly 
parents, etc. (you know the excuses).  So now, here I am basking in the love of 
friends and Christian love, learning His word and confidently reaching out to 
some dear people to tell them about the beauty of God’s love.  

So, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding”.  
If you have hesitation, trust.  If you don’t know how something will work out, 
you can’t comprehend the big picture.  But know this.  There’s always a harvest 
waiting and it will be there when your time is right.   Step out with confidence.

Valera Jessee



“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 

not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior….Because you are precious in my 
eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in 

exchange for your life. Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and from the west I will gather you. I will say to the north, 

Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
Isaiah 43:1-7

“You don’t lose weight to get healthy, but you get healthy to lose 
weight,” a famous doctor said to explain the science behind fasting to 
get healthy. The weight loss comes as a benefit. This statement made 
me ponder its truthfulness. It reminds me of the often misunderstand 
relationship of good works and heaven. Those who don’t read Scripture 
believe that it’s a truth universally acknowledged. This is where the work 
of the mission field lies, whether it’s with your family or neighbors, or 
across the world in Bulgaria. Convincing them of the correct order of 
the two concepts is daunting work, and the right words may escape us. 
The Bible assures us, however, unlike the lost dieter, the lost souls are 
not our responsibility to convince. By faith, this must be committed 
to the work of the Holy Spirit. We are only commanded to share the 
good news: not perfectly, not eloquently, but sincerely. In Bulgaria, I 
strive to have relationships even without a command of the language 
or cultural finesse. In this country, my handicap is so undeniable, I must 
turn to God in desperate intercession, like a hungering and thirsting 
soul. Relationships take time and work, but it’s a must to start sharing. 
Phone calls, dinner invitations, or mail offered in sincerity gives even the 
unlikeliest relationships a chance to bear fruit; fruit that comes in the 
form of our spiritual children from all over the world. Isaiah 43 is clear 
that at the right time, He will have children to call, those called by His 
name, and made for his glory. So, be intentional to labor to make and 
keep friendships. Only you can do it uniquely the way He wired you, 
and a surprising many connections await because you share your life 
experiences. Many delightfully easy and simple ways to share the hope 
that lives in you will meet you there. Nastrave! 

Grace Chung - Missionary to Bulgaria
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